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the slave of this type had much to do with the development of the 
colonial family no one will doubt. 

In the chapter on servitude and sexuality in the South, the Negro 
slave gets negative mention. The author says that the presence 
of African slaves and Indians early gave rise to the problem of 
miscegenation. He concedes that it took some time to develop in 
the whites the attitude of race integrity and that the intercourse 
between men and women of the inferior race was never eliminated. 
During this period white women of the indentured servant class 
often yielded to miscegenation with the African male slaves and, 
as the author states, planters sometimes married white women 
servants to Negroes in order to transform the women and their off- 
spring into slaves. The author might have added that this was 
especially true of Maryland. 

The Beadjuster Movement in Virginia. By Charles Chilton 
Pearson, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science in "Wake Forest 
College. Yale University Press, New Haven, 1917. Pp. 191. 
The author undertakes here to describe one of the developments 
in Virginia polities during the period between the Civil War and 
the first administration of Grover Cleveland. He considers the 
last fifty years of the history of Virginia the Dark Age during 
which there has been a period of radicalism followed by reaction. 
The Readjuster Movement was one of the independent waves of 
thought which characterized the reactionary period. It centered 
around William Mahone as the leader of an efficient machine en- 
deavoring to readjust the State debt by compelling its creditors to 
share in the loss caused by the expensive internal improvement pol- 
icy, the misfortunes of the Civil War and the extravagance of the 
Reconstruction period. It was in line with the general effort to 
readjust the economic and social policies of the entire country. It 
appealed to the people for the reason that unlike radicalism it was 
not obstructive of "democratic advance" in that it did not alienate 
the western section of the state through its attitude towards the 
Negro. Native in its origin, the democracy of the party was pri- 
marily intended for the whites, though the Negroes were accepted 
as desirable supporters. Such an independent movement was im- 
possible until the continued defeat of the Republican party suf- 
ficiently removed the fears of the whites as to conduce to develop- 
ment of independent thinking. Citizens were thereafter more easily 
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won to the cause of thus elevating the ruined and indebted classes 
by transferring to the government their will that the burdens of 
the State should be shifted to other shoulders. The author believes 
that this party found ready support also for the reason that it was 
not only a party but a social code and a state of mind which bound 
the whites to united and temperate action. He does not take the 
position that the work of the party was accomplished without conflict 
between the aristocratic and democratic forces. It required a long 
time to remove the differences between the aristocrats composed of 
the leaders of the old regime and the "soldier cult" on one hand 
and, on the other, the democratic element composed of the west- 
erners and upstarts whom the Civil War and Reconstruction 
brought to power in the east, the poor whites and the freedmen. 

It is interesting to note how he accounts for the fate of the 
Negro voter. He says that the Negro rising with the tide of democ- 
racy was about to be incorporated into the body politic, but that the 
habit of implicit obedience to overseers and a boss proved too strong. 
"These results," says he, "seemed to necessitate and to anticipate 
the elimination of the Negro as a voter." The decline of the politi- 
cal power of the Negro in Virginia is unfortunately considered by 
many as due to this cause. The author is wrong to leave the 
reader to infer that the Negro's incapacity to participate intelli- 
gently in the affairs of the government actually led to his elimina- 
tion. The demands of race prejudice impelled all southern States 
to reduce the Negro to a lower status just as soon as the North 
loosed its hold on the South. 



